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Prime Minister Chretien. But we dis-
cussed the problem, and we have a good col-
laboration between the two groups who en-
force the laws in Canada and in the United
States. And of course, we’re preoccupied by
the level of drug trafficking in North Amer-
ica, and we are working as close as possible
with the administration to control this prob-
lem because, of course, it’s very devastating
socially in both our countries.

The President. One of the important
things we did as a part of this meeting was
to take steps to deepen our law enforcement
cooperation generally. This is a difficult prob-
lem, but the only answer is to more closely
cooperate and do the best we can and make
the best use we can of our officials and our
technology.

Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President’s 140th news conference
began at 1:31 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to Min-
ister of Environment Sergio Marchi of Canada
and President Boris Yeltsin of Russia.

Proclamation 6983—National
Former Prisoner of War Recognition
Day, 1997
April 8, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Throughout the annals of American mili-

tary history, our men and women in uniform
have placed themselves in great peril for the
benefit of our Nation. Many of these coura-
geous guardians of our freedoms have been
held against their will as prisoners of war.
The American people, including those now
serving in our Armed Forces, continue to
hold in the highest esteem these men and
women who suffered the loss of their per-
sonal freedom and, in some instances, their
lives.

Although there is no threat of a major con-
flict in our immediate future, we face con-
tinuing military challenges, and our Armed
Forces still deploy ‘‘in harm’s way’’ to main-
tain American interests and stability through-
out the world. Whether attempting to keep

the peace in Bosnia, evacuating American
citizens from Albania, or patrolling the
world’s seas and skies, our service men and
women risk capture by unfriendly foreign
forces.

American prisoners of war have always
proudly struggled for their freedom and have
demonstrated a profound dedication to their
country. Although international law, as set
forth in the Geneva Convention, confers a
protected status on prisoners of war, many
Americans faced difficult conditions, includ-
ing torture, but they persevered, taking com-
fort in their love of God, family, and country.
We can never know the extent of the brutal-
ity and hardships many of them encountered,
but we can express our sincere admiration
for their courage and bravery.

As we observe National Former Prisoner
of War Recognition Day, we honor and rec-
ognize all American service personnel who
endured detention or captivity in the service
of their Nation. We take comfort in knowing
that despite enduring daily physical and men-
tal trials, many survived and returned to pro-
ductive lives at home. But we remember and
pay homage and respect to those who made
the ultimate sacrifice while in enemy hands.
Today, we enjoy the freedoms that genera-
tions of American men and women have
fought to defend. Let us extend to Americans
who were prisoners of war, and to their fami-
lies, our profound gratitude for their unself-
ish contribution to the preservation of our
country. We will never forget.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 1997, as
National Former Prisoner of War Recogni-
tion Day. I call upon all Americans to join
in remembering former American prisoners
of war who suffered the hardships of enemy
captivity. I also call upon Federal, State, and
local government officials and private organi-
zations to observe this day with appropriate
ceremonies, programs, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of April, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the Unit-
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ed States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 9, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 10.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Radiation
Control for Health and Safety
April 8, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 540 of the Fed-

eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic (FDC) Act
(21 U.S.C. 360qq) (previously section 360D
of the Public Health Service Act), I am sub-
mitting the report of the Department of
Health and Human Services regarding the
administration of the Radiation Control for
Health and Safety Act of 1968 during cal-
endar year 1995.

The report recommends the repeal of sec-
tion 540 of the FDC Act, which requires the
completion of this annual report. All the in-
formation found in this report is available to
the Congress on a more immediate basis
through the Center for Devices and Radio-
logical Health technical reports, the Center’s
Home Page Internet Site, and other publicly
available sources. Agency resources devoted
to the preparation of this report should be
put to other, better uses.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 8, 1997.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this message.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Department of Transportation
April 8, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 308 of Public Law

97–449 (49 U.S.C. 308(a)), I transmit here-

with the Annual Report of the Department
of Transportation, which covers fiscal year
1995.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 8, 1997.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
National Endowment for Democracy
April 8, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the provisions of section

504(h) of Public Law 98–164, as amended
(22 U.S.C. 4413(i)), I transmit herewith the
13th Annual Report of the National Endow-
ment for Democracy, which covers fiscal year
1996.

The report demonstrates the National En-
dowment for Democracy’s unique contribu-
tion to the task of promoting democracy
worldwide. The Endowment has helped con-
solidate emerging democracies—from South
Africa to the former Soviet Union—and has
lent its hand to grass-roots activists in repres-
sive countries—such as Cuba, Burma, or Ni-
geria. In each instance, it has been able to
act in ways that government agencies could
not.

Through its everyday efforts, the Endow-
ment provides evidence of the universality
of the democratic ideal and of the benefits
to our Nation of our continued international
engagement. The Endowment has received
and should continue to receive strong biparti-
san support.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 8, 1997.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring
Prime Minister Chretien
April 8, 1997

Prime Minister and Mrs. Chretien, Am-
bassador and Mrs. Chretien, distinguished
Canadian guests and my fellow Americans.
It has been a real honor for me to welcome
the Prime Minister and Mrs. Chretien to


